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lean against a wall for support. Shah addresses him kindly,
and   offers   to   intercede   with  his  beloved   for   him.   Geda,
having  exacted  a promise of secrecy, tells Shah to look in
a mirror which he hands him if he would behold the object
of his   affections.   Shah  thereupon   departs  in  anger.   Geda
next  falls in with some men playing chess, and enters into
conversation with them. His repeated allusions to the King
(Shah) finally disclose to them his secret. A perfidious rival
next   gains  his  confidence,  and then slanders him to Geda,
who writes him a letter, upbraiding him with the disclosure
of his  secret,   and  bidding him leave the town. This Geda
accordingly   does,   and   for  some   years  dwells  in  solitude,
lamenting   his  banishment.   Finally  his  sighs  and   tears  so
affect Shah that he falls ill. Geda prays for his recovery and
writes  him a letter, which again arouses Shah's displeasure.
Again his friends endeavour to persuade him of the futility
and folly of his attachment, but in vain. He prays the Sun
and   Moon to intercede with his beloved on his behalf, but
in  vain,  and   then  prays  to   God to the same effect. Geda
then   returns  to   the  city and makes friends with a broker,
or slave-dealer, whom he induces to offer him for sale as a
slave in the market. Shah sees and recognizes him, and bids
the  broker  not  to   sell  him  without  his  permission.  Geda
next obtains a wretched old horse, and on it rides to Shah's
house  to  visit   him.   On  his  arrival  there  the  horse drops
dead,   and   Gedi  bewails  its   death  in  a  poem wherein he
incidentally laments his own unrequited affection. The next
scene   discloses  Geda  wandering in a garden in the Spring
season, and stopping the gardener from plucking the flowers.
Shah  and  his comrades enter the garden and-remain there
till night comes on, when each of them relates a love-story
from  his   own   experience.   Finally Geda falls ill, and sends
a  message  to  Shah  entreating  him  to visit him before he